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Introduction

Reading is an important life skill and at Mount Street we aim to enable children to become enthusiastic and critical readers.  Reading skills are developed progressively through literacy sessions.  Children are given daily opportunities to read throughout the school.  These opportunities take the form of group and individual reading, shared and independent reading.  We value parental involvement highly and work in partnership with parents to create a positive attitude towards reading, sharing responsibility for supporting children’s progress in this area.

Aims and objectives

· To build on children’s enjoyment and enthusiasm for books and reading, developing a positive attitude.

· To develop children’s confidence and independence in reading.

· To encourage the use of reading as a tool to access other areas of the curriculum and gain greater knowledge and understanding in these areas.

Equal opportunities

Mount Street Infant and Nursery School is committed to developing all children’s skills, confidence and enjoyment of reading.  Our programme aims to respond to the diversity of children’s cultures, faiths and family backgrounds.  Equal time and provision will be allocated for all groups, but there may be occasions where children with additional needs are given extra support.  This applies to those children at both ends of the additional needs spectrum, targeted support in this area can ensure that children are stretched and challenged appropriately to their individual need.

Content of teaching

‘The Rose Report made clear that there are two distinct but related processes involved in teaching children to read: learning to recognise words and developing language comprehension.’  Primary National Strategy. Primary Framework for Literacy. 2007

At Mount Street we aim to enable children to develop and make use of these skills to become confident, independent readers. All children will be taught early reading through a systematic phonic approach and will eventually learn these skills:

· Using phonic knowledge to ‘sound out’ words.

· Reading some ‘tricky’ words on sight.

· Understanding text and using comprehension to find information.

We follow the Jolly Phonics approach to teaching phonics across the school. See appendix.

Cross-curricular links:

At Mount Street we are developing a creative curriculum in which children are taught in a thematic way. The whole school works within the same theme and work is completely cross curricular where appropriate. Children are encouraged to read for information around particular focuses as well as looking at fiction texts relating to themes so they become immersed in the topics and reading is very much part of this.

Organisation
· Hearing home readers and changing reading books:

Early Years Foundation Stage.

Children in Nursery are introduced to some letter sounds and may begin early reading if ready. In Reception we aim for children to be heard read with their home reading books once per week if circumstances allow. Books are collected in twice a week and changed, providing children have been heard at home and a comment has been made in the home-school record. We use the home-school record to note down each book and parents can write comments when they hear their child read. These comments are then taken into account when the book is changed.

Key Stage 1

In year 1 and 2 children will be heard to read their home reading book by an adult in school once a week who will feedback to the teacher as appropriate; this is providing an adult is available. In addition books will be collected up to three times a week and changed providing the child has read at home and a comment has been made in the home-school record. The home-school record is then used in the same way as in the Foundation Stage.

· Shared reading

All children will be involved in whole class shared reading on a regular basis.  This Involves sharing a text as a whole class or a large group, it may be in the form of a big book, a power point presentation on the smart board, posters or other material the class teacher deems suitable. Children will also have ‘story time’ at least three times a week as a whole class or year group.

· Guided reading

Early Years Foundation Stage

This opportunity for direct teaching and assessment of reading will usually begin in term 3 for Reception children, or earlier if the teacher feel it is appropriate. Children will be put into small groups according to their reading ability. Feedback on children’s progress will then be included in the home-school record.
Key Stage 1

Guided reading will take place once a week for all children.  This will involve working in small groups, matched according to their reading ability. Guided reading provides teaching staff with opportunities for direct teaching and assessment of reading. Children will read a range of fiction and non-fiction texts appropriate to their ability. Feedback on children’s progress will then be included in the home-school record.
· Quiet reading

Early Years Foundation Stage

Across the foundation stage children receive regular opportunities to explore a range of simple texts independently. Books are made available in all classrooms in the form of a book corner.

Key Stage 1

Children will have some opportunities for independent reading in classrooms and children will have access to a book corner.

· Library

All year groups will have allocated time in the library during which teachers can send children to find books for particular purposes or whole classes can work in the library on a range of tasks.

The Role of Parents

In Reception children will bring home sound boxes as an introduction to phonics and reading. These will be added to as and when the class teacher feels it appropriate and will be followed by a list of common words. Children will receive a book straight away, their first book may have no words but will introduce vocabulary at an appropriate pace.  All of these things can be practised with parents and will help to improve basic reading skills. In Key Stage 1 children will continue to bring home reading books at a level that suits their ability.  Good communication between parents and the class teacher is essential to maintain consistency and provide children with the best opportunities to develop their reading skills.  For this reason a home-school record will be kept throughout the school.  This will come home with the reading book and give parents opportunities to comment on the progress of their child.  The class teacher will also contribute to this record to keep parents informed of their children’s progress at school. 

Appendix

An Overview of Jolly Phonics in Reception
	
	First 2 terms
	Second 2 terms
	Last 2 terms

	1. Learning letter sounds
	Teach the 42 sounds.
	Introduce letter names.
Teach alternative spellings.
	Revise alternative spellings.

	2. Learning letter formation.
	Teach how to form the letters correctly.
	Teach handwriting rules and give writing practise.
	Handwriting practise.

	3. Blending – for reading.
	Teach how to blend simple regular words.
	Blending practise with alternative spellings.
	Continue reading practise.

	4. Identifying sounds in words – for writing.
	Teach how to write words by listening for sounds.
	Dictation – words and sentences.
	Independent writing.
Dictation practise.

	5. Tricky words – irregular words.
	Teach how to read and spell a few tricky words.
	Reading and spelling of more tricky words.
	First 60 tricky words taught.


