Mount Street Infant & Nursery School

A Policy for Gifted and Talented Children

Introduction

We recognise the need to provide equality of opportunity for children of all abilities in order to maximise their potential. We are committed to helping all our children to develop their personalities, skills and abilities, both intellectually and socially and to providing teaching which makes learning challenging and enjoyable. 

Our school aims state that we will:

· create a safe, calm, stimulating and nurturing learning environment. 

· encourage individuals to develop independence, achieve their potential and to show respect and compassion to all. 

· provide opportunities for all children to flourish. 

· give constant opportunities for every child to experience active and creative learning through a stimulation curriculum. 

Aims 

· To ensure that gifted and talented children are provided with an appropriate, challenging, stimulating and enjoyable education.
  

· To offer children opportunities to develop their specific skills and talents through provision of opportunities and guidance that is sensitive to their ways of learning and allows potential to be turned into performance.
  

· To provide equality of opportunity for children, enabling them to reach their intellectual, personal, social, creative, physical and emotional potential. 

Definitions

There are many definitions of ‘gifted and talented’. The DCSF guidance suggests the gifted and talented children are "those who have one or more abilities developed to a level significantly ahead of their year group (or with the potential to develop these abilities)."

The term ‘gifted and talented’ is not to be understood as referring to the most able pupils in the national population. The term should be seen as relative and refers to the top 5% to 10% of any school, regardless of the ability profile of pupils at the school.

Identification

More able, gifted and talented pupils are identified by making a judgement based on an analysis of various sources of information including:

· Assessment information;

· Observations;

· Checklist of early indicators (see appendix 1);

· Conversations with children;

· Parental nomination;

This information is collated by the gifted and talented co-ordinator and is made available to all staff. The gifted and talented register is reviewed and updated regularly, and children’s progress is evaluated each assessment week. (i.e. three times per year.)

As an Infant and Nursery school we have agreed that we are looking for early indicators of the potential for high achievement, across a range of areas. We recognise the influence of date of birth and English as an additional language in the identification of children as gifted and talented. 

Strategies

Important strategies include:

· The coherent management of pupil groupings (whether in mixed ability groups or ability sets) and recognition that whilst there may be a higher concentration of more able, gifted and talented pupils in some groups there will be pupils who have gifts and talents in all groups.

· The provision of opportunities for more able, gifted and talented pupils to work with pupils of similar ability. This will mean that it is appropriate for pupils to work with older pupils occasionally.

· Mentoring and additional provision for pupils of exceptional ability.

· The provision of enrichment/extension activities and tasks.

· Differentiation within subject areas.

· The development of independent learning by allowing pupils to organize their own work, to carry out tasks unaided, evaluate their work and become self-critical.

· School clubs.

· Musical and sporting activities.

Co-ordination and monitoring

The gifted and talented co-ordinator has overall responsibility for

· ensuring that the policy is implemented 

· co-ordinating the monitoring of progress in relation to gifted and talented children

· managing the register of children

· providing professional development for staff

· providing support and information for parents

· monitoring teachers planning to ensure appropriate differentiation and provision

· supporting staff with the identification of children 

Appendix 1: 

 Mount Street Infant & Nursery School

Gifted and Talented Checklist 

Things This Child Has Done

The following is a checklist of characteristics of gifted young children. The examples after each item are there to help you understand that characteristic. A child may not show all the examples listed and they may exhibit the characteristic in ways not listed. Indicate how much you think the child is like the item by using the scale. Fill in one circle for each item. If you are unclear or have not noticed how this child compares to an item fill in the ‘Unsure’ or ‘Don’t know’ circle. 

Child’s Name …………………………………………………………………..      D.O.B. ……………………………………

Year ……..  Class ……..  Class Teacher …………………………………………………  Date …………………………

This child:

1. Has quick accurate recall of information


(e.g. good short and long term memory, quick to provide facts, details, or stories relating to complex events; learns quickly and recalls accurately words to songs, poems, stories, or conversations; points out connections between ideas and events.)


Strongly Agree      1
     2      3     4      5     6     7      8     9     10
    Strongly Disagree


Unsure or don’t know 

2. Shows intense curiosity and deeper knowledge than other children


(e.g. asks questions incessantly once imagination has been aroused, pays close attention when learning, has an enthusiastic need to know and explore, remembers things in great details.)


Strongly Agree      1
     2      3     4      5     6     7      8     9     10
    Strongly Disagree


Unsure or don’t know 

3. Is empathetic, feels more deeply than do other children their age


(e.g. exhibits maturity usually associated with older children; shows unusual hurt or pain when he or she displeases someone; displays pride in advanced accomplishments; is sensitive to others’ feelings and shows distress or adult’s distress; will subjugate their needs to the needs of others; reads body language.)


Strongly Agree      1
     2      3     4      5     6     7      8     9     10
    Strongly Disagree


Unsure or don’t know 

4. May not always display their advanced understanding in everyday situations


(e.g. becomes cranky or non-compliant when fatigued or stressed; playground behaviour may not reflect their verbal reasoning about the same situation; may be frustrated with their ability to meet their own high expectations.)


Strongly Agree      1
     2      3     4      5     6     7      8     9     10
    Strongly Disagree


Unsure or don’t know

5. Uses advanced vocabulary


(e.g. correctly uses vocabulary and phrasings adults would expect from older children; surprises adults and children with big words or phrases they use; likes complex communication and conversations.)


Strongly Agree      1
     2      3     4      5     6     7      8     9     10
    Strongly Disagree


Unsure or don’t know

6. Reads, writes or uses numbers in advanced ways


(e.g. reads earlier than most children or if learns to read at the same time as most children does so very quickly; likes to read rapidly to get the gist of a story even though some words are skipped or mispronounced; interest in copying or using letters, words or numbers, use computational skills earlier than others.)


Strongly Agree      1
     2      3     4      5     6     7      8     9     10
    Strongly Disagree


Unsure or don’t know

7. Advanced play interests and behaviours


(e.g. exhibits play interests that resemble those of older children; likes to play board games designed for older children, teens or adults, more apt to be interested in cooperative play, complex play situations, or sophisticated play activities.)


Strongly Agree      1
     2      3     4      5     6     7      8     9     10
    Strongly Disagree


Unsure or don’t know

8. Shows unusually intense interest and enjoyment when learning about new things


(e.g. spends long periods of time exploring interesting new things, listens for long periods of time to stories and conversations, retells events and stories in great detail; entertains self for long periods of time; shows unwavering attention sometimes to the point of stubbornness, sits patiently when reading or listening to books.)


Strongly Agree      1
     2      3     4      5     6     7      8     9     10
    Strongly Disagree


Unsure or don’t know

9. Has advanced sense of humour or sees incongruities as funny


(e.g. is humorous in speech, social interactions, art or story telling; makes jokes, puns plays on words, sees humour in situations, even ones against him or her and laughs at the situation.)


Strongly Agree      1
     2      3     4      5     6     7      8     9     10
    Strongly Disagree


Unsure or don’t know 

10. Understands things well enough to teach others


(e.g. likes to play school with other children, dolls or stuffed animals, talks like an ‘expert’ or likes to discuss certain topics a lot; explains ideas to adults when he or she doesn’t think the adult understands very well.)


Strongly Agree      1
     2      3     4      5     6     7      8     9     10
    Strongly Disagree


Unsure or don’t know 

11. Is comfortable around older children and adults


(e.g. craves for attention from adults; likes to be with older children and adults; listen to or joins in adult conversations; often plays with and is accepted by older children.)


Strongly Agree      1
     2      3     4      5     6     7      8     9     10
    Strongly Disagree


Unsure or don’t know 

12. Shows leadership abilities


(e.g. has a verbal understanding of social situations, sought out by other children for play ideas; adapts his or her own words and expectations to needs or skill level of playmates; may be seen as bossy; uses verbal skills to deal with conflicts of to influence other children.) 


Strongly Agree      1
     2      3     4      5     6     7      8     9     10
    Strongly Disagree


Unsure or don’t know 

13. Is resourceful and improvises well


(e.g. makes ingenious or functional things from Lego or other building toys; uses toys in unique or non-traditional ways; plays with or carries on conversations with imaginary friends; makes up believable endings to stories.) 


Strongly Agree      1
     2      3     4      5     6     7      8     9     10
    Strongly Disagree


Unsure or don’t know 

14. Shows logical and metacognitive skills in managing own learning


(e.g. understands game rules quickly; learns from mistakes in playing games, sees errors or losses as learning experiences rather than failures; monitors difficulty of task to push self to more challenging levels.)


Strongly Agree      1
     2      3     4      5     6     7      8     9     10
    Strongly Disagree


Unsure or don’t know 

15. Uses imaginative methods to accomplish tasks


(e.g. presents unique arguments to convince others to allow him or her to do or get things; finds imaginative ways to get out of doing things they do not want to do; curious with a high energy level that is goal directed.)


Strongly Agree      1
     2      3     4      5     6     7      8     9     10
    Strongly Disagree


Unsure or don’t know
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