Educational visits policy

Appendix 2

Specific guidance for farm and coastal visits

Coastal visits or other visits near water

The group leader will want to bear in mind the following points when assessing the risks of a coastal activity:

· Tides, rip tides and sandbanks

· Warning signs and flags

· Establish a base on the beach to which members can return

· Hazards such as glass, barbed wire, ourflows

· Boundaries on the beach for recreational activity 

· Entering the sea

· The local coastguard or tourist information office can provide information and advice on the nature and location of hazards

· Paddling or swimming and other in-water activities should only be allowed when proper risk assessments have been carried out and measures put in place to control the risks. The activities should be formal and supervised.

Group leaders should

· Check the weather

· Avoid crowded beaches

· Ensure the activity is suitable for all pupils

· Adopt and explain signals of distress and recall

· Carry out regular head counts

· Ensure that at least one supervisor is a strong swimmer

All supervisors should

· Have clear roles – at least one supervisor should stay out of the water for better surveillance

· Take up a position from which to exercise constant vigilance

· Divide the watching between staff who stand in the sea looking landward towards the group and those who stay on the land

· Give the children their full undivided attention

· Not join in with the children’s games

· Ensure that no child is allowed to wade out

· Be aware that it is possible to drown in shallow water

· Ensure the children leave the water immediately if they get cold

· Be aware that children in difficulties are unlikely to wave or shout

Farm Visits

Group leaders should check provision at the farm to ensure that

· Eating areas are separate from those where there is any contact with animals

· There are adequate, clean and well maintained washing facilities

· There is clear information for visits on the risks and precautions to take

Ensure that

· There is adequate trained supervision wherever the children come into contact with animals and need to wash their hands

· All children wash their hands  thoroughly immediately after touching animals and before eating and drinking

· Shoes are cleaned and hands washed on leaving the farm

· Pupils never place their faces against animals, put their hands in their mouths after touching animals, sample any animal foodstuffs, drink from farm taps.  

